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After its successful landing at Inchon and capture of Seoul in September 1950, the U.S. X Corps

was joined by Eighth Army, and many people expected the two commands to be combined into one.

Instead, General MacArthur ordered the X Corps to load onto ships and travel around the peninsula

to northeastern Korea and the port city of Wonsan, which the South Korean I Corps had captured.

Major elements of X Corps were to move west from their positions in northeast Korea and cut the

supply lines of Chinese troops expected to cross the Yalu and confront Eighth Army. Other parts of

X Corps would push north toward the border and thus control all of Korea. Neither goal was met.

Escaping the Trap tells what happened when X Corps discovered that the Chinese had crossed the

Yalu unseen and marched rapidly to Chosin Reservoir, where they landed a surprise attack against

the 1st Marine Division and the army's 31st Regimental Combat Team of the 7th Infantry Division.

The Chinese attack in late November 1950 virtually annihilated the 31st RCT east of Chosin, while

the 1st Marine Division made an escape through treacherous terrain and a forty-mile roadblock,

pushing on to the coast and the monumental evacuation of X Corps from North Korea. Roy E.

Appleman's study of the day-to-day records of X Corps and of published material and his interviews

and correspondence with survivors make the whole story of this portion of the Korean War available

for the first time. --This text refers to the MP3 CD edition.
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This is the larger story that contains in part East of Chosin, also by the author. The book talks about



the roles of Marine and Army ground units, as well as Naval air support in the entire reservoir area

and the MSR to evacuation at Hungnam. Despite the disaster east of the reservoir, the final

evacuation to Hungnam occurred in a most professional mannner and in no way resembled a

Dunkirk, despite US news media hysteria cooed on by their communist sympathizers. On the other

hand Appleman makes clear that while the Chinese had a manpower advantage (and even that was

not as overwhelming as many thought), they had no artillery, tanks, air support or motor transit.

Their largest weapons were small mortars. Appleman is a powerful writer who elegantly weaves

battlefield action, command decisions, and military analysis into a cogent text. Among his

insights:*** The 'gap' between 8th army and X corps (occupied by the savage peaks of the Taebek

range) was of no military significance and had no bearing on the outcome of operations in North

Korea/Chosin.*** General Almond did have reservations about pushing deeply into the reservoir

area. However, after the Chinese 'disappeared' into the hills, McArthur insisted they move forward

and Almond complied.*** The book has good summary coverage of the 37th RCT east of Chosin

['task force Faith']. Ironically, it was the Chinese 80th division encounter with TFF, rather than

proceeding directly to Hagaru-ri, that may have cost the Chinese a crucial victory at the southern tip

of Chosin, on their first night attack at Hagaru-ri.*** Often overlooked in the successful breakout was

the role of the Far East Cargo command, providing ammunition and medical supplies by the ton to

the escaping convoy.
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